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THE ROMANCE OF MEDICINE.
From London Secicly,
he Romancs of Mediolne! Is [t pomaible
that thore 1a a particls of romance in 80 unro-
mantic s sabject ! I think there is; and, in-
deed, having looked at the aabject in varions
ways in reference Lo this paper, my geno-
yal feellng I4 that of dismay al the abun-
danoe and variety of my materlals, if I oan only
manage to transfer to my readers the feelings
with whioh they have fm ressed mysall, Al
the onteet of the subject, 1 Ay say that I awm
well ]-rwp;\rml for a ;:--m-mll gncor againgt
medicime; and with the feeling that prompts
§t 1 confess | have a great sympathy, I
don’t belleve in wmadtoine, ' It way | 03 urge 1
#ignd the beat doclors give as little madioine
a8 they con.  Voltaire uaed to say that the
doctors ponred medic fne, of wlnri..t]w_v kuaw
little, into a body of whi Iy they konew nothing.
lilar'n ay doctors have not changed Il!'l:'h
ginoe the times of Corvantes '.‘1'14 ‘:\LI'E:-‘--;-.\
althongh their modis have shifted. . ]!m-,
much the imaginary objector] {m.'{ }hum 4 a
ood deal of ground [or this kind of impula-
H I mel & mbn the other day who was

tion. 3
very ]n([ignu:}i because his  dootor had
knocked off his Dbitter heer. He sald hae

should keep on changing Lis dooctor nutil
he met with one who wonld strongly recom-

mend bitter beor. He di_ui not think he
shonld have far to go. Now this ig a fuair
example of the wonderful inconsistencies

of the medical profesgion. Take the oase of a
gold. One man will tell you to drink a bottle
of port; another man will tell you to drink
glops: another man will tell you to drink
pething at all, or restridt yoa to three Loa
gpoonsful of liquid in the course of the day.
In referemce to this dry syatem, which has the
eminent anthority of Dr. C, J, B, Williams, the,
nlar belief will be that the remedy is worae
than the disease. This is only taking a trivial
instanos of confusion and contradiction. Then
what remarkable revolutions there have been
in medical opinion, of which the conflicl
botween the lowering trentment and the stimu-
lating treatment is an example,
gin, did you sever know half--adozen
medical men agréed on the treatment of
oholera? In madicine, more than any other
direction, science moves glowly, “‘working on
from point to point.” It wonderfully illus-
trates the marvels of our frame, that in the
nt day new discoveries relating to the
uman bady are now and then being made;
that medical men, as in the instance of Dr.
Bright, are immortalizing their names by giv-
ing them to the new diseases they have de-
teoted; that medical selence is avowedly fall of
problems, some of which appear insoluble,
while in the onge of others we are slowly and
tentatively moving towards a solution. To
speak accurately, medicine is not a svience,
but an art, the art of the application of many
sciences. It is a trus saying that the surgeon
requires an eagle's eye, a lady’s hand, and a
lion's heart, The greater {lis acquaintance
with the sclences and his own resources, anl
the habit of intercommuniecation with his
brethren, the greater will be the ability of tha
medical man to perform his healing office.
Only it is worth while, as a preliminary gtep,
to settle our notions of the place of medi-
¢ine in the order of things, The medical
man requires to be saved from his friends
rather than from his enemies, There is
& numerous olass, chiefly women, cohildren,
and mervous peopls, who look on a dootor in
the light of a deity. e is their director—the
mainspring of a system of lay popery—who
vontrols their actions with irresponsible power;
and it is greatly to his credit that, in the pleni-
tuds of lﬁn tyranny, he does not play vagaries
to tax to their extreme limit the prineiples of
credulity and undone deferemce to aunthority,
Men who sea a good denl of this sort of thing
become oynioal, at least until they become il
Let it De firly understood that medi-
cine is an art Dbeset with limitations
and fmperfections; that cases can only gene-
rally refurred (o olasses, but each
case has to be considered in it own cir-
oumstances; that medical men are liable to
errors in obgervation and reasoning; and that
even when these errors are minimised, thers
is nneertainty, and limitation, and obsourity
about the medical means employed.

Then take the rational middle view, that in
spite of all the empiricism that belongs to
medicine, and all the mers theorizing, there
exist also real principles and a safe experi-
ence, and mere sneers at medicine are geen to
be ignorant and uvnphilosophical. Thosa are
wise words in the Apocryphn:—*Honor a

bysloian with the honor due unto him for
{he uses which ye may have of him: for the
Lord bath created him. % * % The Lord
hath created medicine out of the earth; and
ke that is wise will not abhor them. Then
give place to the physician, for the Lord hatl
created him; let him not go from thee, for thon
hast need of him. There is a time when fu
their bands there is good suoccess,”

It is popularly said that after the age of
forty every man is either a fool or a pliysician,
I think, however, that there is & very nume-
rous class who are a little of both, That I may
not be Included in my own limb of the classiii-
oation, let me hasten to say that I am merely
s layman and an outsider, and my remarks
must be taken at their worth, The only

raotical advice which I shall venture to give

, that if you really understand your own onse,
and it is a simple one, don't be in too great a
hurry to send for the doctor; but if you really
fealtvuumll' out of your depth, send for one.
Bir Henry Holland has an essay, “On Points
where a Patient may judge for himself;'” and a
little experience and common sense would
8ave medioal men much trouble. At the present
day there is & great deal of general medical dis-
cussion, at least awong people who haw. arrived
&t a certain time of life. I think it iz Mr, Oar-
1yle who saya that & man who has & perfectly
healthy stomach does not kuow that he has &
stomach. But thers comes a times when a man
xonker lllha a{wnlliug discovery that he has a

» DO 10 mnention liver aud lights, and
:‘ll';‘l:?:k‘{‘lh‘g; unfashionable things, hen men
B their smatiering of physiology

and llludll.‘inn. Une day tlmwurli g “' e ,-*"
¥r‘ ]-:lntinl; and bis trinm 'hunt‘ ltlris(ilf:ri?ll:f;
'sople grew muve ; y 1
o'befity, sand Overy l;lc?-‘:? -'V, S o Snant
H Y ¥ Portly pentleman echosd
Hamlet's” lamont, 10 "y at this |

noliT?mﬂuh wguhl melt 1 ) Y00, too

other day, the Lancet etarted peopl
" p " L
a different cue, The publio, as & p'}.blif, w;:

falling inte the habit of usiy i

Foapﬁ do not become il‘llnxiuit;t":lt::l:.!iu. l
gentlemanly mauner of their r‘"ﬂfnther:ﬂ

who ook their bollles of port after dinner

but all day long they are taking sherry or |

brandyin serated drioks. Our wine-gliggs |

are mpch too large, and we use cylindeloal

clinam l#’ne
onoe. The genoral vesalt is, that there is &
aood deal of vague medical talk just now.
besity I3 a misfortnne, althongh nature pro-
bably gives the additionnl covering bscanse
shie sees that suvh is wanting; and thers may
be & good deal of yruth in the present crussde
alnst beer and hrandy and soda.  Bat
when onoe this becotags o popular topic there

is a great deal of exaggeration used,
and other aatters, equally or mors
important, become overlooked. Nature I8

not such a very bad goide after all; the
wis medicairic nadure, a5 the dootors oall it, I8 a

-glazses which mnst be toszaed off at I

wonderful agency, deviking the most ourlons
contrivances for rewmedying or modifying an
evil. The exoellenoy of smodical man e in

|

and 18 the xeat of no paln, ‘Thiy glund
has been vertainly pasaing through this or
that destructive chapge; b s now so and

the faot that he is able to Interpret and succor | 8o; 1 can ncoomplish this, or probably only

nature, aud in this les the groundwork of the
proverh cited above—which is, nevertheloss, n
gonfeasion of the shorteomings of wedioal
solence—that the best dodtors give the least
medicive. The best lnw of madicine is that
the Intelligent man shonld follow nature, and
shonld lHve naturally.

The prophylactio power of medicine is one
of it monl important aspects. It s far bettor
to keep yourself well by simple mesans than
to recover healith on the most elaborate sys-
tem, A lroken vage, thongh msuded, {2 not
a0 good an article as the vase nnbroken, The
truck that used Lo garry ten tons, aftar it has
been repaired can only carry six. There is a
medical theory that if a man will only
tnke sufliolent care of himself, hia corporal
mechanizm will last out il the wheels volun-
tarily stop through sheer uss and duration.
Nothing is clearer than that our frames are
only lent us for & terminable period, and that,
without the ifntervention of positive diseass,
our life attains its kindly natural panse, How
Tithonus regreta the lot of

“Haoppy men who have the power to die,

And grassy barrows of the huppler deénsd,"
We remembor the imagery of Luoretine, that
he who has feazted at the banquet of lifa
should be contented, ag a satisfied gnest, o
take his departure. “Men fear death,'' says
Bacon, “‘as children lear to go into the dark,"”
and to die is, after all, a8 uatural an fot as to
be born, The renl horror of death iz quite
independent of physical considerations, Hir
Benjamin Brodie eays, and the observation of
mwost medical men coinoides with his, that the
physical act of decease is rarely ao rom paniad
with pain, We accept nature’s kindly law.
We are tenants for life, or iather tenants at
will, and the usufruct, but not the absolute
poseession. To quote the noble line of Lucre-
ting—

“Vitagque manecipio nuill datur, omuibus nsul.”

Of the romance that attends the history of
medicines there can be no doubt. Many are
the strange events that have ocourrad before,
to nse the quaint language of an old author,
they have passed ““from the bowels of the
eartli to the bowels of the patient.”” We are
able to point to positive achievements of me-
dicine, and the fair hope of achievements Lo
come. ‘“Who ean tell the power of the hidden
harb I'* agks Spengor, in the “Fatry Queen,”
Much has medical science done in the way of
specifics, the discovery of remedies, whose
exnot aotion may not, perhaps, ba understood
or explained, but whose healing effects are hap-
pily known. Think of the Jesuits, who, hap-
pily for humanity, discovered the bark of the
ohinchona tree, which is the sheet-anchor in
ague. There ig reason to hope that we may
yot discover a specific against other frightful
digeases,

Most persons know the story of Waterton's
wanderinge in South America in search of the
gecret of the wourali poison—an eminent
example of the enterprise of medical dis-
covery. Then take Jenner's discovery
of inooulation for small-pox. I am sorry
to hear that there are persons in this country
who violently attack inoculation, I heard
of & poor woman the other day who, per-
suaded by the talk of ignorant people, re-
fuged to have her clild waccinated, and
shortly afterwards the poor little thing
lost its eyesight by small-pox. Our own age
has made several remarkable discoveries.
Look at the grand digscovery of chloroform,
which has saved thonsands of hours of help-
less agony, Thereis mo tale of daring and
digcovery more remarkable than the narrative
of the hours which Professor Bimpson and his
friends in Edinburgh spent in testing varions
narcotic agenoles, until they becoms lirst ex-
hilarated and then insensible whila testing
chloroform, and awoke to the conviction that
they had now become acquainted with the
most powerful anwsthetic known or conoceived.
The whole history of anmsthetics, from the
daye of Bir Humphrey Davy, or rather from
Cavendish and Pricstley, form one of the most
retaarkable chaplers in the history of human
progress, It is possible, according to Dy.
Antsey's “Narcotics and Stimnlants," that
the wonderful properties of the Pernvian coco
may be made extensively useful in this conn-
try. The dizcovery of cod-liver oil has been a
boon of the most Inestimable kind. Dr. Wil-
lHugos states that in a certain he prescribed it
in eleven thonsand cases, and in ninety-five
}wr cent, with beneficial results. It is now

known that consumption is onrable in its

[t waa stated in the re-
trinl, in the Court of
Queen’s Bench, that the average length of
consumptive oases, which used to be two years,
is now prolonged to five years. Even where
medicing cannot heal, it oblains one of its

reatest triumphs in palliating a disorder.

hera pever wias a time in the history of me-
dioine when its soothing and alleviating sida
was so assiduounsly and successfully culti-
vated as at the present time.

Then the knowledge of the human frame
daily grows more extensive and exast. Look
at Laenneo’s wonderful discovery of the stetho-
goope. It is mow Imown that of the three
orgars which make the tripod of life-—brain,
lungs, and Lieart (according to Blohit's theory,
now generally reoeived, death always issues
from one of these thires avenues)—disenses of
the heart, which were once conzidered ex-
ceedingly rare, are the most common, and

robably the least hurtful. [t is half the
ttle wilh disenss o know mocurately what
ia really the matter with the patient. There
appears to be no remson to doubt that the
average length of humau life 18 more extended
than it need to beo, and some ehare in this is
to be get down to medicine, especially in ita
sanitary and prophyluctic side. The progress
of knowledge, the scluntifio insight into disease,
form the basis and pledge of subseguent pre-
vention, ours, or alleviation. I take from Mr.
Bowman's “*Address in Surgery’ (1200), state-
ments of the faots of medioal progress so mar-
velloua that they belong to “‘the falry talea of
solenve’'or \he romance of wsdicine, “‘Iinrvey
bad heard the healthy sounds of the heart; but
its morbid sounds inform us now of the nature
of itk strucluoral defeots. The sounds of
breathing must, conntless times ere this, have
met the ear; butit was reserved for our own
doya to study thewm so often as to enable
every tyro 1o sy what I8 the state of those
Fl'l‘iii organg bioden from opar view, but so
ndispensable to Iife, JAnd so with peroussion.
Nay, with our eyes we can now behold, for
the first time, iu ita living nots, that marvel-
lons mechanisw in 118 most exquisite and foy
i:“lﬁ:'l‘u{hlu;n.-m nig, a8 well as when it
5 '.t"lu]ti'\f-z.'l‘:t |.'f" disoase, which ptands as
3t o bk -ll- Ll «r:_'illlu-' of the alr prssages,
dapand. T8 L valoe aud apeech primarily
optienl 4l 1 “, mesus of that modern
which 1110g ! ”j-'! compound uicroscops,
eléments of [‘ul'll‘lll:‘llf‘ tlh'“m‘ll ot B b A
BTGB world e o T imanta of orgauio
& Are apt o lightly ro

lﬂ‘d, thouel It Bas
Ens intinhﬁ 1._.,,'31,_,_¢ﬂ““° usos for ue as it

practitioter, even une not

only covscientionsly alue

say with coulldunoe of an ?;1‘:1’1;'“_3-"‘1 ‘:l‘"

wanting (rame Infore hiwm, boyond h]f :ut'I:”

out of hus sight, which ity lwls::l;d‘
LB

earller
cent

stages,
Hunter

highly gifed, but

¥ this an Instrusted |

thia, for ita reliel; and this, or this, will ba thy
end.* ' Tha veproach which Bacon fn his
time threw upon medicina, that thoke who pro-
fossed 1t A not seek tor gpeciflc remadies, i«
fow tuken away, for thiz ia the era of Inces.
snod experimont, aod medioine now rests on a
gound basip, and no limits can be placed to s
expangion in far-of ages,

Many of the phenomena presented by dis-
ease are exceedingly curlons, and aven roman-
tlo. Take, for instance, bronchitis. Some-
times it happens that & bronchial tube be.
comes enrnilied at one end, or i filled by rome
substance. The resunit is that the tube I8
converted into n mosfeal instroment, 1t gives
a flute-like sound, It eoos like n wood-dove.
Sometimoes the bronohinl tube acts differently.
The sound résembles the voise made by a lond
gunorer. Then it mimics the noise of an infu-
riated tom-ont. Cullon’s celebrated account
of the phenomena of & fover might well de-
gorve o place in the romance of medicine,
deeply and painfully interesting as it
From the many thonsand cases that are on
record in medical journals, many roight be
cited involving matters very curions in a
golentille point of view,; and narratives of per-
sonal history of the most dramatic kind,
Cases ol 111—.!“11_\\‘ l*'-p-".:i:h'i_'r‘ poAsess h“"ril":'."*
grotesque character, In the work of M, K-
quiros alone there isa retoarkable collsotion of
very ﬂng”lur Chuses, It & to be noted that in-
sanity s a physiosl disease of which several
hundred people die aunaally, The cariois
disease commonly known as 8t, Vitus' dance
(choren), presents some remarkable phe.
nomena. It Is generally painless, and most
frequently attacks b\'_s‘z- and girls, and very
rarely has a fatal termination. The patient be-
comes a merry Andrew, and twists the face
into all kinds of ridionlons forms. It is im-

woesible for the lookers-on not to be amused,
{mt any such nnworthy feeling wounld certainly
ceage when they beoome soquainted with the
horrible and most distressing forms which the
diseage oan assume. The name of chorea,
which signifles a dance—Hunter calls it rotetio
—is derived from the dancing phenomena
whicli are not uncommouly found with it—
the insanity of the museles; a8 it has been called.

Bt. Vitus is supposed to have been a worthy
gaint, who was much afllicted this way, to
whom a chapel is dedicated at Ulm In Swabis,
A cage if wentioned in which a young woman
would dance on one leg and hold the other in
her Land. When a drum sounded a kind of
air she would danee up to the drom and con-
tinue davcing till the drummer was out of
breath. Another would leap, exactly as a figh
might do, from the top of a wardrobe five feet
high., Another patient, a little girl, wounld
twirl ronnd on her feet like a top. 8he would
spin for six or seven hours at a time, the
avolutions being sixty & mioute., Another
patient was continnally walking backwards,
receiving many falls and bruises. ‘‘Such
histories,’ eays Bir Thomas Watson, ‘‘would
gound very like romances, if they were met
with in the old authors alone, or If tlhiey were
not attested by unimpeachable authority.”
Buoh diseases are morbid affections of the
nerves, and are well called ““the dark corners
of pathology.’”” The whole subject of the in-
fluence of the nervous system on the organic
functions is replete with curions memorabilia,
Here is a curious ouse, mentioned by Mr.
Paget:—*'A lady who is subject to attacks of
what are called nervous headaches always
finds next morning that some patches of her
hair are white as if Yo\\‘ilvrml with &tagoh.
The change is effected in a pight; and, in a
few days after, the hairs gradually regain thelr
dark-brownigh color.”

Dr: Carpenter explains the famons miracle
of the thorn, which i8 such & leading event in
tha history of Tort Royal, where.an advanced
fistula Jacrymalis was undoubtedly healad
through the influence of the nervous system.
He says that there is soarcely a malady to
which, according to well-grounded medical
opinion, amendment has mot been producad
“*Ly practices which can have had no other
efféct than to direct the attention of the suf-
ferer to the part, and to keep alive his con-
fident expectation of the cure.'” Among guch
curions instances may be recalled the servant-
maid, whom Coleridge quotes, who, in ths
ravings of fever—and the ravings of fever are
always more or less remarkable—repeated
lovg pasesges from the Hebrew, which she did
not understand, and could not repeat wheén
well, but which, when living with a olergyman,
she bad heard him read aloud. Dr. Forbes
Winslow’s work on the “Obgourer Digeases of
the Brain,” gives many highly curions cases,
and Dr. Maudsley’s philosophical work, re-
cently published, is an extremely thoughtfol
work, enriched with notes of great literary in-
terest. Dr, Maudsley’s collection of fifty cases
of insanity, which he has had under his own
oare, i5 both striking and instructive, and
many similar cases might almost be entitled
“Btudies for Btories.”” I have just noted a
curipus case reported by Dr. Pitzpatrick, of
London, for the Pathological Soclety of Dub-
lin. A man wasted away in hospital ag if for
consumption. On postanortem examination
it was found that s small fishbone of a plaice
had passed into the left lung, and the pre-
sence of thiz forelgn body had made a cavity.
A gurgeon was performing a simple operation
in the neck, when suddenly o slight hissing
sound was heard, The air had forced its way
into a vein, and death was the resnlt. But
such curions cases might be multiplied a
libituni; & collection might easily be formed by
any reader of ourrent medioal literature, The
human interest is even greater than the scien-
tific intorest, and it must be noted, to the
eredit of praclitioners, that they exemplify
Bithop Butler’s law, that their sympathies,
being nccompanied with notive gooduess, in-
stead of Leing dulled by the multiplicity of the
phgnomena of suffering, constantly bevome
more tender and acute,

Something might be said in contradiction to
t!w_ theory mentioned just now, that an organi-
zation will act regularly till wern out by long
uge. At the snme time therd can be no doubt
that earelessness is the origin of most diseases.
Medicn] men nl2o Lold that foolish eople who
follow thefr own whims have bardly a chanee
of recovery when visited by serlous disease.
Ning-tenths of the dootors’ work would be done
if people were only consistently prudent and
onutioug, Only it i3 so hard to be habitually
cantions,  On abundaut pccasions a man may
be moat elaborately prudent, aud then, to his
ntter sstonishment, he dangerously imperils
Iis health by some startling fmpropristy.
When he hina nied svery hungilublﬂ paina he
{s always swenable to the foree of aceldent.
There is suother plansible theory, stron Iy
antagoniatic to the one we have named, to the
effvot that every man has the seeds of aoml;
partionlar disease In hia comatitution, au
some trifling acoldent will come, seonet O
Iater, whioh will have for him the same effact

1A,

mutch n gunpewder. Mediocal
::iu nal::l “Jmnpgf congtitutipoal
teudenoies, or of some poison latent in the
syatem. o fatal accldent, to  one
AN the meredl  accident for
ancther, Two men while walk-

ing get well sonked by the rain, Ops man
shakes off the water pretty much as g dog or a

duck wight do, aud rather enjoys Lis shower

bath than not,  Another man v Aaken (1l of
inflaimation of tho lungs, and probably dles
The doctorn oannot explinin the different lasies,
n‘;gﬁ“;"."a‘r;“;m‘ also ha very mtch puzzled to

halislaclory account of Ll f
ﬁ.ﬁt’”. Tll!‘_v "[“,ymduml. g\-““ra]{’;m:::;::::l:
direnses by theorleg more or less plansible,
and practice hag testt balll dpon theory, and
theory has, no doubl, snorificed asumber of
honman lives, Yet mediclne mast have ita
dogmatic system, and without It mediolne be.
comes Hitle botter than empiricism,

Bome time ago itwas the theory that the
type of diseasd had changed: sod, lodeed
it Is  difffenlt o, believe that there
are not subsinntial gronnds for
such an opinion, Lr, Watson onos Held this
opinion very strongly, but of late years he
Beemns entirely to ﬁuvu withilrawn his adhe-
rence; and the simple fact is that the charnc-
tar of diseases Is better understood now than
wae the osge once, We have seen, sven of
Inte years, works where the tendency of oer.
fain disensés to death, and the tendency of
ecrtain diseases to convalescence, is much In-
plsted on; but I imagine that such & classificn-
tion wonld now be exposed to rigorous oriti-
clem. The history of wmedicine reveals to na
A suceession of so-called ‘“systems,’’ some of
them wixed up with theorles of the universe
and viclovary mygticiam, like the gases of
Van Helmont or the Vortices of Desonrtes,
and often Isaning in rules and }n-avul_‘rm As
simplo and ns sanguninary as that of Han-
grado. Suparstition and mystiolsm and
meré notions are now disoarded for the
results of exact selence and patient ex-
periment. Il is vow understood that patho-
logy and physiology fade into each other,
and that the provesses of disense are in
accordance with those which belong to the
struoture and functions of healthy organs.
The study of such a work as Dr. Williams on
the “Principles of Medicing,” to which the
Inte Mr. Buckle was so largely indabted, will
indicate the present state of medioal seience
and supply & line of reasoning susceptible of
being followed by every thoughtful and edn-
cated mind.

Tha recollection of by gone systems of medi-
cine might supply us with abundant curiosi-
ties of presoriptions. They are curious enough
in modern medicine, as, for Iinstance, Bir
Charles Hastings’' brochure on the use of the
gerpent in phthisis. The following regimen
of Brown's for the treatment of a hypochon-
driac patient is probably unigue among pre-
Sl:l‘i]]tfﬁnﬂ. Its absurdity ghould not blind us
to the fact that there are real merits in the
Brunonian gystem, as it is called. With many
}mo]m!n snch regimen as the following would

w popnlar enough:—

“For breakfast, toast and rich soup made
on a glow fire, a walk before breakfast and a
good deal alter it; a glnss of wine in the fore-
noon from time to time; broth or soup to dinner,
with meat of any kind he likes, but always
the most nourishing; several glasses of port
or punch to be taken after dinner, till some
enlivening effect is perceived from them, and
a dram after averything heavy; one hour and
a half after dinner another walk; between tea-
time and supper a game with a chearful com-
pany at cards, or any other play, never too
prolonged; a little light reading; jocose, hu-
morous company, avoiding that of popalar
Presbyterian minigters and their admirers,
and all bypoorites and thieves of every de-
seription, ® # % % Laatly, the company of
amiable, handsome, and delightful young
women, and an enlivening glass.”’

Dr, iluaa«l], to whom we are indebted for
the quotation, might well say that ‘“John
Brown's prescriptions seem a caricature of his
syatem.' Dr. Russell also mentions the great
Sydenhnm's plan, ‘&l Mothodo medendi movlios
per Accubitum Junioris.,” Sydenham, though

i\
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a theorist, waa a great man, and his name is
instly regarded with a high degres of vens-
ration. le mentions several cases in which
he cured the diseasés of slderly people by
making young people sleep with themi. The
practice has Biblical authority, and we balieve
15 even now pursusd in foreign countries.
Another Dr. Brown of Edinburgh, the author
of the “"Hore Subsecive,” shall supply us with
a further anecdote of preseriptions:—*Many
years ago a countryman called on a physician
in York.
despair, as often happens with the chaw-
bacons. The doctor gave him some plain
mivice a8 to his food, and ended by writing a
preseription for gome tomie, saying, ‘‘Take
that and come back in a fortnight.” In ten
days Giles came in, blooming and happy,
quite wall, The doctor was delighted, and
not & little proud of his skill. He asked to
see what he had given him, Giles said he
Liadn't got it, “Where was it 1" “I took it,
gir,”” “Took it! What have you done with
the preseription !''  ©1 ate it, sir. You told
me to take it."

Dy, Brown's view of the human constitution
—wo mean the Dr. Drown whose “system’
almost made & medieal revolution half a cen-
tury ago—is thus ingenionsly set forth by his
disciples, and in its wain {llustrations may be
accepted:—""Buppose a fire to be mads in a
grate, filled with a kind of fusl, not very com-
bustible, and which could only ba kept burn-
ing by means of a machine coutnining several
lu{eu placed before it, and constantly pouring
gtreams of air Into it. Suppose, also, a
pipe to be placed in the back of the chimney,
through which a constant 5111-]-1{ of fresh
fual was gradually let down into the grate to
repair the waste ocoasioned b{‘ the flame kept
up by the air machine. The grate will
represent the humau frame; the foel in it the
mattér of life, the excitability of Dr. Brown,
and the gensorial power of Dr. Darwin. The
tnbe behind supplying fresh fuel, will denoto
the power of all livh:‘g gystems constantly to
regenerate or reproduce axeitability; while
the air-machine of several tubes denotes the
various stimuli applied to the excitability of
the body, and the fiame drawn forth in conse-
quence of that application representa life, the
product of the exciting powers acting upon
the excitability.” ‘This illastration has &
shadowy resemblange to the fawous cave
jruage in Vlato.

The wheole subject of medical jurispradence
{s un exemplification of the Romance of Medi-
cine. The great anthority on this subjeot s,
of gourse, Dr. Alfred Swayne Taylor, whose
work on wedioal jurisprodenoe is much more
faseinating reading than most novels are. The
English publié sre unfortunately ouly too
familiar with medico-legal cases, ~Wo have

’ ALl Uyer ani io ORso
EW“;LYF :rol?;f'empoisog had bben the sgeucy

n
gpﬁwad, and medipal men are exhanstivaly
discussing the scientific aspeot of the cnse.
Sach trinls as those of Palmer, Madeline
Bmith, Smethurst, Pritchard, and others, have
made the public unwholesomely familiar with

toxicology. In cases of clroumstantial evi-
dence mﬁglen} men ara freq veutly leading
witnesses,

It was long & disputed sclentific question

whether o person can die ol poison, and yet no
trace be fouud in the body, When a vory
valebrated physician declared that he was ge-
quainted with ceveral vegetable poisons which
absolutely left notrace ot all, we are credibly
informed that he was Inondated with Jetters
from porsons entreating him to say what thosa
olgons were, We may bs sure that a thirat
or sclentiflc knowledge, or & mure curlosity,

dictated the great mass of those lytters; but at |
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He was in the depth of dyspeptic |

—  ———— ——

the snmo tinie thero tnay s donttfnl speen-
lations ae to the mrotives which actuated some
of thee Inguivies. Bome very ourions cases,
tnining on winnte points, oocasfonally arise
[ medios] jurisprodence. Such ia the oase
of the attack on the Duoke of Comberland by
bl walet, Sellis, who afterwards committed
suleide; some vague popular suspicion at.
tached to the duke. awd - Hir Edward Home
mids a point in the onse in the duke's
favor on the distinotion belween venous |
and  arterial  blood. We nolics that,
in his indox, Dr. Taylor gives no les§ thin
three alluelon® to the oase of the Due de
Fraglin, Dr. Taylor also disonszes bi o onse of
General Pichogru, who wias fonnd stranglad
in prison throngh the ligalure of his neck
being tghtoned by a twlated alick., A sirong
suspicion of miurder was exoited, and it was
thought that death had been cauced throngh
an order of the Emperor Napolwon, Dr,
Taylor states that the evidence of this having
been an act of homielde Is vory weak, and
that, 8o far as the medical olreumstances ex
tend, thers i§ no reason to doubt that 1L was
an acl of suicide.

There was a remarkable case of strangula-

tion which happened in London many Yyoars
ago, and which many may recollot. There
Was an unfortunate man who used to ex-

Libit himgelf publicly in the not of hanging,
and at a certwin point releaged hilmeell
without Laving sustained any injury.
One day the poor fellow continumed the ex-
periment a littla too far, and was hanged in
Teal enrnest.  The curious fact is, that & gap-
ing meb surrounded him all the time, and
allowed him to hang for thirleen minutoes
before the suspicion was entertained that some-
thing might be wrong., FEvery medical man
I8 constantly liable to be called into the wit-
negs-box in cases of violence, poisoning, and
that nuwmerons and most melancholy class—
concealment of birth. Dr. Taylor advises him

| nnexpected and out of harmon

tell you one thing for yoar conaalftion, whioh
I8 that you will get well.'™ "T'his proved 1o ba
the cakn, but M’ngu!nrl; (‘];lluKL’ the great
wwn Mhashlf dled stddenly befors he  dw the
pattent again.  As o mwan for the fivet (hoe was
entering & physiclan’s consnlting-rodm, the
lutter whispered to a fitend, “Casa of great
pain, I am sure—musole adbiering to bone—
chrupto nod hopsless—us 1t proved. THe same
mah was walling down & etréet, and at the
door of an hotel was o swmiling Inndlord,
portly, freeh-colored, avd apparently robust.
The friend mnde some onsnial remark to the
effoct that thers was a typical Briton, ar gome.
thing of that kind, ““You think 20,” said the
dooter. “Thal man s safe to die within a
twolvemonth.” The diagnosis, pomatimes
easy enonph, is oveasfonally N'p{nxlilg in the
extreme. The great mnjority of casés are
patent enongh; an experienced physician will
see it all I Hve minntes; nt oltherd ave ox-
ceedingly obeenre, and the medical man is
never quite ablae to rlvm" up the nhucnrily.
Hometimes there §3 gome little clronmstance,
with othar
eirenmetances, which bafiles all the ealoula-
tiong, *“‘In every respect the patient is going
on extremely well,” said a dootor 10 an
pnxions member of a family; "buat I confoss
there is a little twiching over the eye which |
do not at all like.” The onse terminated
intelly. It pomeiimes happens that when a
patient, by all the rules of art ought .to be
getting better or worke, he p«ra'in\n in getting
worge or better. It is a question of the pa-
tieut's previous history and constitation; a
slight attack in one case being more dangerouns
even than a dangerons attack in another. 1
remember belog very much amused with the
oase of & young doctor and his first patient.
It was & child afflicted with hydrocephalus.
According 1o all the rules the child ought to
dle. Nevertheless, the untoward infant per-
dlsted in not dying. The doctor went from

to make his antecedent examinations most
carefully, and to be very ¢areful as to the kind
of figure which he onis in the witness-box.
Dr. Taylor spenks rather severcly of counsel,
and at times counsel have spoken rather
severely of Dr, Taylor; he inclines towards a
contemptuons feeling in reference to juries,
with which it is impogsible not to feel some
measure of eymopathy. The most remarkable
cases whichocour in medicaljjurisprudence are
unquestionably those of chronic poisoning.

At the present time there appears to be a
fearful race between the art of the poisoner
and the art of detecting r)[wn. The history
of the procegses employed to test for poisons
ia highly curious, and of much soientifio in-
teregt. Dr, Taylor says that persons have
died from the effécts of poison eleven months
after the poison had been swallowed, and that
there is no reason to doubt that instances may
ovcnr of a still more protracted nature. *The
occurrence of such cases as these nu?gauta
grave reflections on the insecurity of life,
when poison is used with skill and cunning,
and on the inefliciency of the pregent system
of registering causes of death. The editor
of the Law Magazine has trnly said, in
commenting npon the Smethurst case, “All
that is requisite for future murderers by
poison to do is to use small doses, combine
the use of various destrnctive drugs, aud
subpeena the proper witnesses. If the judge
and jury should, mevertheless, be convinced
that the skilful poisoner was guilty, it is then
open to him to work the papers and ‘public
opinion,’ get other doctors’ evidence, and
apply to the Home Office., That this will be
the course pursued by futnre poisoners is
Lighly probable; hence the charncters of
chronic l}miﬂomug have aoquired a special
interest for the medical jurist,’”” The single
subject of frauds upon insurance offices opens
up a wide field of medical jurisprudence. The
mblio obtained glimpses of this in the oass of
}‘.‘\lmur, but the cases were not fully gone into,
as & conviction was obtained in the indictment
reapecting Cook. It may, howsver, be snid
that the insurance cases of' which the pullic
obtain glimpses are few wheén compared with
the insurance cases of which the public kuow
nothing. A collection of such cnses would
form one of the most eurious and fearful books
of the age. It zometimes happens that an
office has no moral doubt, though it has little
legal proof; and if they venture to resist a
claim, it will probably happen that the.claim
will not be insisted nupon. We give the fol-
lowing anecdote on the authority of a medical
friend. A woman insured one or two. lives in
an office, and the lives rapidly fell in. When
this happened with a third lifs, the oflice
having scen sowme reasons for suspioion, de-
murred as to the payment of the nficy. The
woman called at L{Jw office, and said angrily to
the manager, ‘Do you think I poisoned m
own relation I A sudden thought struci
the manager. He walked up to the woman,
put his hand on her shoulder, and looking
fixedly at her, said,**We know you did.”’ The
woman, in great agitation, left the office, and
was never seen there again,

Very mmeh that is very remarkable belongs
to the diagnosis and prognosis of a cage. No
two medioal cases exastly redemble one an-
other any more than two human faces are ex-
actly ali{o. or any two blades of grass even.
A man cap no more be o physician by reading
book than a man can be an artist by reading
all extant publications on form and color.
Each ¢age is a soparate study in itsell. Now
this diagnosis 18 “excesdingly tronblesoms
work. Patlents often canse s & good deal of
this tronbls, They send for a medioal man,
and at once expect him to explain what is the
matter, aud to write them a prescription. If
a medical men will not do this off-hand,
they lose confidence in him, and will
apply to some other practitioner. It is per-
fectly wonderful how a London physioian in
extensive practice will examine and presoribe
in a very few minutes. But, as a rule, ?urm
ought to have an opportunity of studying
a chronie onse minutely before ke adopts avy
deoided treatment. Invalids have also another
way of procesding, which is a sore trouble to
gome medical men. They make around of
tho London physiciang, and take 4 morbid dis-
light in discovering fa confliot of maedioal opi-

on. They go to some dwtorimlud when thay
have extracted an opinfon from him, they
suddenly tnrn round aud gy that his views
are totally at variance with those of the re-
nowned Sir Kappa Ohi, and derive little coun-
tonanoe irom the views of Dr. Lambda, Some
doctors become reticent in thele opinions, and
are afradd to-deliver a judgment until they
kpow what may be the opinion of the great

authorities, ut, for the most part
the general practitioner will give his own
views; and If they are at variance with thoss
of the great authorities he will declare that
the great suthorities are in ths wrong.
do not think, however, that the putient has
been In the wrong. In the multitude of conu-
seilors there is w[‘ldom, and an olpeure cade
Lias the fullest ochiance of being properly under-
stood when it has been submitted to different
medical Nights, The diagnosis s the maklng y
out of wtnt Is exactly the matter with th
patient; the proguosis I8 the judgment made,
:lrlth more or less certaiuty, of the isane of the
Isease,

Eome dootors sttaln a wonderful skill in both
respeots, They con almost complete both
dlaguosts and” prognosin by looking At a
patient’s face. * It K & very GiMonlt cise |
enld & devivs wne day W a Patient, “bul I will

hig booke to the bedside, and from the bedside
to his books. He confidentially asseverated to
me that the infant onght to die, and mani-
fested a not altogether friendly feelin towards
the fnfant because it did not die. ﬁla treat-
ment was altogether better than his prognosis:
at the timo when my knowledge of the oase
terminated, it was going on well.

It is very hazardous for a doetor to give a
proguogis; if he openly gives an nufavorable
Eroguoah, and the case terminates favorably,

is reputation is wellnigh gone. But you will

not often find a medioal man doing this gort of
thing, As a rule, the dootor always takes
the most cheerful view possible of u case, and
even hopes agalnst hope. In the last iliness
of George IV, the physicians were also pro.
nonncing him better, and in the midst of the
“botterness’ L died., Other dootors, how-
ever, there are, morbidly disposed, from whom
you may take every grain of comfort they
give, an somethinﬁ more. It is carious that
a doctor cannot always be trusied with the
disgnosis and prognosia of his own case. The
great Dr. Baillie 18 gaid to have been a case of
this. He is =aid to have died of consnmption,
and  yet to have denied that he was con-
sumptive, He did not experience any diffi-
oulty in breathing, and argned that, while
his breathing was , his lunga conld mot
be bad. But no medical man now takes thig
as decigive. Nature, in her bounty, provides
a larger space of lung than is necessary, and
will long go on with a very small amount of
lung, and with very little difiioulty in breath-
ing, . Another noteworthy case of lung
disease is a very different pesgon, the noto-
rious empiric, 8t, John Long. He professed
to cure consumption, but in reality, like other
similar quacks, he only cured cases of congh
and bronchitis with symptoms Imitative of
those in phthisis. He unguestionably caused
death in several instunces by a treat-
ment which would be perfectly harmless
in most cases, but which was fatal to many
delicnte women, He was himsell struck
down by consumption, and died at the early
age of thirty-seven. Omne of our most pro-
mising dootors in chest complaints, Dr, Hope,
who &t an early age had reached almost the
sommit of his profession, was prematurely
vut off by consumption. There are fow volumes
more affecting than the narrative of his life:
and it is hmpossible to resist the impression
that his fatal illness was in frsg.t measure due
to extreme and unmitigated devolion to intel-
lectunl labor,

Medicine has often very startling surprises
in store, which are frequently gl enough,
though sometimes of a pleasant nature, )
will, ‘in" the first place, selact some of the
former, A clergyman in the nalghborhood of
Mount Edgecumbe was one day walking yery
fast, when he was met by his dooctor, lfo ax-

lained, in conversation, that he was snffer-
n%rrom aing of indigestion, and was in the
habit of taking long walks in order to get rid
of them. The medical man insisted on exa-
mining him, and then explained to him that
he wag in faot guffering from anenrizm of the
heart, and that these long walks were the
worst thlnﬁ:l ble for him, and was
abliged to n at the disease would some
dng provo suddenly fatal. The statement was
gadly verified. Inthe midst of a sermon, at
8 vary emphatic passage, the roher fall
down from Lis pulpit, and life was found to be
quite extinet. The congregation broke up in
the nimost consternation and terror. A man
was in company with avother, and from somo
carual circumstance he took off his stockings.,
His friend tock the liberty of observ F
that one of his feet was really very black, It
was discovered that from some cange the foot
was mortifled. In former timea it wonld have

been thenght necessary to amputate It but
medionl art has coptrivances whereby this is
avoided, A wvery remarkable chae men-
tioned by the pions Bishop Newton, in the
valnable fragment of the “Autobigraphy'’

which Las.come down to ns. A youug noble-
man in the country was dangerously ill with

a fever. Physicims wers summoned from
diflerent gyuarters, and the bishop relates that
no less 4 suan thin Heven reds guineas

wns pald to them gs fees, Al the means nsed
were unavailing, and the patient sank rapidly,
When he was quite given over, and left alons
Lo die, he was heard to munmor a request for
beer, A large goblet, containin nearly a
guart of small beer was handed to fnm, wliich
he druived at a dravght, and then drank
ng;lx;.i ‘.lflf recoﬁ-uwd.h
{hink I recollect also a shmll '

of thi Loudon hospitals, A m:r 'ﬂ:a&kﬂm
mlz -.li:ly st u! :::iu.er-t&bln with a &
and he mentio ‘& particalar efrog e
oum;ring lin ‘I.lin owlllninl!n::s. e
mind mentioning te a man like T

doetor, “that that is a sign of ‘Eﬂm%
& vavity in the lung," T’ wan who had been
rilivg for a long time was persuaded alriend
to eonsult an emivent p!siaidm, ® soord-

ingly went to the cons
anexamivation e was gl uim S e

the phyiolan whether he had -'.hd_:bj
wil, 1 amm informed that by Ptk
night afierwards, 1 lope it was not » onse in
wlich he died of the dootor rather than of

digensd; for the panio destroyy
B peatilence. Eu the M.Ii:z ﬁm‘tr utmi:

happiness had been vnused when men

up thelr minds for the worat n:l:i-hdd &ﬂm

Such an

e profision wag
¢ profession was

when Lo Lad thy

Alealdsed of mome miskeken notion.
gieurence 18 nob nnfreguent,
h!rp_rf'l fees ovor known in
civen Lo Bir Ahl]b} Cooper,




